Double-blind study of lofexidine and clonidine in the detoxification of opiate addicts in hospital.
Twenty eight opiate addicted inpatients who had been stabilised on methadone took part in a double-blind randomised trial of clonidine and lofexidine (14 on each treatment) for opiate detoxification: clonidine or lofexidine dosage was titrated according to symptoms. The course of withdrawal symptoms was very similar with both treatments, representing an appreciable suppression of symptoms when compared with experiences of sudden methadone withdrawal, but lofexidine resulted in significantly less hypotension and adverse events. These results suggest that lofexidine is a valuable drug for opiate detoxification and may be more acceptable to patients wishing to withdraw from opiates.